COMBINE PRESS RELEASE

Philadelphia Junior Athletes Bring Home the Gold

The JCCs of Greater Philadelphia traveled to Wilmington Delaware on Sunday, May 20 for the Mid-Atlantic Junior Games.  Philadelphia athletes ages 10-12 from Philadelphia, Bucks County, Bux-Mont, Montgomery and Chester counties brought home the gold, silver and bronze winning a total of 56 medals in 4 different sports.

The Mid-Atlantic Junior Games is a one-day, Olympic-style competition for athletes ages 10-12.  The Games draw athletes from JCC’s in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware, New York and D.C. for a day of spirited competition in seven team and individual sports.  This year, the JCCs of Greater Philadelphia fielded delegations from the JCCs Kaiserman Branch, JCCs Klein Branch, The Gershman Y, Bucks County and the Bux-Mont region.
The boys soccer teams of Bucks County and Bux-Mont played each other for the gold and silver medal with Bucks County walking away with the gold.  In boys basketball, the JCCs Kaiserman Branch and the Bux-Mont B team played for the gold with Bux-Mont winning.  The Bucks County Girls Soccer team won gold and the JCCs Klein Branch Girls Basketball team won bronze.

In a close game for the bronze medal, the Bucks County Boys Basketball A team lost by 1 point to Baltimore in triple overtime.  The JCCs Tennis team came home with 4 medals and in swimming the JCCs came home with a total of 46 medals.  

Renamed the Mid-Atlantic Junior Games this year, the JCCs of Greater Philadelphia conceived the Junior Maccabi Games in 1998 as a program to engage late elementary and middle school students in the Jewish community and as a feeder program for the JCC Maccabi Games®, a program for 13-16 year olds.  The JCCs received seed money through the Israel 50 grant process and hosted the first Junior Maccabi Games in May of 1998.  These games brought together over 300 10-12 year olds from JCCs in Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware.  The program was so well received, that the Junior Maccabi Games have grown each year and now include over 800 young athletes from JCCs in five states.  Additionally, the program has been replicated in other metropolitan areas and is considered a national model for youth sports programs for Jewish preteens.  The honor of hosting the Junior Games rotates among participating JCCs.  
The JCCs of Greater Philadelphia works in partnership with the Jewish Federation of Greater Philadelphia and the United Way of Southeastern Pennsylvania.  To learn more about this and other programs of the JCCs of Greater Philadelphia, visit www.phillyjcc.com.  
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